Sexuality
At First Time of Sexual Intercourse
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Source: Rockingham County/Harrisonburg Youth Survey
What the numbers and other information told us:

The number of youth remaining abstinent has increased slightly from 2005 to 2007 of 71.7% to 72.2%. This increase has been steady since 1996 (62.4%) when
the survey was first conducted.



Sexuality
Choice of Contraceptive Method
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Source: Rockingham County/Harrisonburg Youth Survey

What the numbers and other information told us:

Of the youth that are sexually active, a majority (93.8%) use some method of contraceptive, including withdrawal.
Condoms are the most used method of contraceptive.

There was a slight decrease in the use of condoms since 2005 (by 3.1%) while all other methods saw an increase in use.



Sexuality
Sexual Intercourse by Grade Level
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Source: Rockingham County/Harrisonburg Youth Survey
What the numbers and other information told us:
Sexual activity has decreased in both 8" and 12" graders, with a slight increase in 10" graders.

74.8% of youth agree that abstinence is the only 100% effective way to prevent pregnancy and the spread of sexually transmitted infection(s).



Birth Facts
Teen Pregnancies in Harrisonburg and Rockingham County
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Source: Virginia Center for Health Services
What the numbers and other information told us:

The rate of pregnancies among older teenagers has slightly increased while the rate for younger teens has relatively remained the same. Among teenagers 15-
17, there was an increase from 2005-2006 of 50 to 64 pregnancies. Although the number of low weight births nearly doubled from 2000 (69) to 2004 (108),
there was no sharp incline in 2006 (110).

In 2006, the number of induced termination has risen since 2004 from 126 to 158 but is still significantly lower than 2000’s number of 245.



