
It’s official – Main Street Virginia joined the English Literacy/Civics project family in May.  
“Part of our original grant was to disseminate our website statewide,” explained Bonnie Burt, 

project director. “We decided the best way to do this was to replicate ESoL Main Street for a state-wide 
audience.” 

Thus Main Street Virginia was born. The concept remains the same: to provide one-stop ac-
cess to civics information that teaches English language skills at the same time. The set-up is the 
same: a main street with a school, library, health care services building, government building, and the 
other ESoL Main Street sites. The difference is that the stories currently posted to Main Street Virginia 
are not location-specific to Harrisonburg and Rockingham County. Instead, they apply to any area of 
Virginia, such as what to do in an emergency or how to find day care. 

ESL teachers, tutors, and students can visit Main Street Virginia 
at http://web.jmu.edu/mainstva. 
Burt said that she hoped students from across Virginia would 
write and submit Main Street stories the web site.  
“We encourage teachers and tutors to work with their students to 
write and submit stories for Main Street Virginia,” she said. 
“These stories can be on any community-related topic of interest 
to the student.” 
For guidelines on writing and submitting Main 

Street stories, see the Welcome Center page at either Main Street Virginia or ESoL 
Main Street. 

 
What else is new? 
 The arrival of Main Street Virginia is not the only news on the street these days. Here are some other 
new additions: 
 
� The Bank is open for business. Stop in and find out about U.S. currency and how to write a check. 
� Find out what President Bush is doing this week by clicking on the “Get to Know the US Govern-

ment” link at Government Services on Main Street Virginia. Or, find out who your state representa-
tives are by visiting the Virginia government link. 

� Build vocabulary with “Words to Know.” Find a list of money-related words and what they mean at 
the Bank. Look for lists soon at the Pharmacy and 
Government Services building. 
� Looking for some good reads? Browse the News-
stand at the Shopping Center for links to some of your 
favorite magazines as well as local and national newspapers.  
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 ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia hit the real streets this summer.  
 The websites and their creators cruise down to Radford University for the Southwest VAILL conference 
July 24 to 26. The following week, the James Madison University-based English Literacy/Civics project 
will be the focus of a 90-minute workshop at Marymount University for VAILL ESL. 
 Both workshops will be hands-on. Participants will have the opportunity to explore both websites indi-
vidually and in small groups. The highlight of each workshop will be the brainstorming sessions, where 
teachers and tutors will brainstorm with their peers additional ways to use the websites with their stu-
dents. 
 “ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia can be 
used with any level of students,” said Pamela 
Brown, researcher and writer for the two sites. 
“Advanced students can research and write stories 
for the site, while beginner and intermediate stu-
dents can use the Main Street stories to develop vo-
cabulary needed for day-to-day living.” 
 How a teacher uses the sites, she added, is limited 
only by their imagination. “We hope the brainstorm-
ing sessions at the workshops will get teachers and 
tutors thinking of how they could use Main Street 
and be inspired by ideas from fellow workshop par-
ticipants.”   
  

ESoL Main Street/Main Street Virginia 
Workforce Improvement Network 

James Madison University 
MSC 9003, Blue Ridge 

Harrisonburg, VA 22807 
 

540-568-8797 
1-888-637-8494 

(FAX) 540-568-2933  
E-mail: brownpg@jmu.edu 

 
On the Internet: 

ESoL Main Street 
 http://web.jmu.edu/esol 

Main Street Virginia 
 http://web.jmu.edu/mainstva 

We’re taking the ‘street’ on the road 

‘Main Street:’ a tool kit for ESL teachers and tutors 
 ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia are more than  just more technology for 
your classroom. These websites are free, web-based tool kits for you. 
 
 You can use either website as: 
 
• A vocabulary building tool --- ATM, bookmobile, family doctor, primary care physician, drug store, 

and HMO are all words that anyone learning the English language needs to know. Main Street sto-
ries introduce these words in articles that teach civics education at the same time. Look for ‘Words 
to Know’ at the light bulb at various locations on the websites. 

• A conversational English skills tool --- Doing something as simple as making a doctor’s appoint-
ment can seem overwhelming if you’re not comfortable with your speaking skills. Main Street stories 
provide lots of information for students to practice asking and answering questions in advance. 

• An English grammar tool --- Learning English grammar is hard, even for na-
tive speakers. ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia help make it a lit-
tle more fun. If you write a Main Street story, you learn how to research in-
formation, make appoint- ments, ask questions, organize information, and 
put that information together into a short article. Best of all, you can see your 
words in print – send Main Street stories to us (see “Share your ides,” page 
3) and we’ll post them to the website. 

• A computer skills tool --- Computers are everywhere these days. ESoL Main Street and Main Street 
Virginia can help teach you how to navigate a website, follow links, and assess the information out 
there. Writing Main Main Street stories provides practice in keyboarding skills and lessons in how to 
use word processing and e-mail programs. 

 
 These are just some of the ways you can use ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia. Use your 
imagination as to how these two web-based tool kits can enhance your English language and civics 
classes.  
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At the Park 
 
 Are you looking for something fun to do with your students this summer? Visit 
the Park at either ESoL Main Street or Main Street Virginia and let your stu-
dents play tour guide! 

•  Form small groups and have each group research one or two cultural 
spots in area.  

a) Vocabulary development: admission fees, visitor’s bureau, brochure, etc. Students 
can create their own “Words to Know” list. 

b) Research skills: how to find information in the Internet, through the phone book, 
through talking with people, how/where to find brochures 

c) Language skills: How to formulate questions, what questions to ask 
d) Speaking skills: asking for information, directions 
e) Writing skills: write a Main Street story on one of the cultural sites for submitting to 

the website. 
• Have groups share information with entire class, either through an oral presentation or by 

creating a “travel poster.” (speaking, writing, comprehension skills) 
• As a class, negotiate a field trip to one spot – each group needs to convince rest of class 

their spot is most interesting, fun, etc. (oral communications skills) 
• Plan class field trip to that spot  

a) Getting directions (how to ask questions; speaking skills) 
b) Arranging transportation (organizational skills; speaking skills) 

             c) Arranging with cultural spot for group visit (organizational 
skills;       speaking skills) 
 
Have fun touring your own backyards. Let us know how the tour guides 
did! If your students write a Main Street story, send it in to us for either ESoL Main Street or 
Main Street Virginia. If you take class field trip, send us a picture to include as well. Send them 
to brownpg@jmu.edu.   

Share your ideas 
 Have you tried this issue’s suggestion for using ESoL Main Street or Main Street Virginia in your class? 
Tell us about your experience. Did it work out as you expected? Would you change the activity at all? 
Or, do you have a different twist on putting either of the two websites to work in your classroom?  

 Maybe you have suggestions for other stories in the Shopping Center, such as a travel agency or a dry 
cleaner. Perhaps your students have ideas for stories 
for one of the other locations on ESoL Main Street 
or Main Street Virginia. Have your students written Main 
Street stories that you would like to share with us? 
Would you like to partici- pate in a feedback group to evaluate 
the site, either face to face or by e-mail between two and four times a year? Whatever the reason, we’d 
like to hear from you.  

 Send us your ideas to share in future issues of  “News on the Street.” E-mail your comments, ideas, or 
Main Street stories to brownpg@jmu.edu  Or fax them to Main Street at 540-568-2933.  

Using ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia in the classroom 
Tips and techniques for and by ESoL teachers 



 

ESoL Main Street and Main Street Virginia are partners of 
 

 Workforce 
Improvement 

Network 

James 
Madison  

University 

Virginia 
Department of 

Education 

And these community partners 

• American Red Cross Harrisonburg Rockingham 
• Blue Ridge AHEC 
• Career Enhancement Program at JMU 
• Dayton Learning Center 
• Harrisonburg Public Schools 
• Harrisonburg Rockingham Chamber of Commerce 
• Harrisonburg Rockingham Office of Economic Development 
• Massanutten Regional Library 
• JMU Adult Education/Human Resource  Development Program 
• New Bridges Immigrant Resource Center 
• Skyline Literacy Coalition 
• Shennandoah Valley Migrant Education Program 
• United Way of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County 
• Virginian Council of Churches Refugee  Resettlement Program 
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